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Eliza Scidmore had a very big dream, and she dreamed it for a very long time.
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Once upon a time, Miss Scidmore left her home in
America and went to visit her brother in Japan. He was the
American Consul General in Yokohama. Miss Scidmore fell
in love with the cherry blossom trees that filled the towns
of Japan with pink flowers every spring. Especially, when
Eliza — who traveled the world as a writer for the National
Geographic Society — saw the cherry blossoms reflected in
the water, she thought it was the most beautiful sight in the
world. She wanted to bring those pink flowering trees back
with her one day to America. Miss Scidmore had a dream
to plant cherry blossom trees in America's capital city of
Washington DC, where she lived.

However, planting cherry blossom trees in America would
require the help of many people.

Miss Scidmore asked her friends for help. For over twenty
years she wrote many letters to the people in charge of the
national parks.

But no one would help her. Some people laughed and told
her that her dream would never come true. Miss Scidmore
thought about giving up many times. But when she closed
her eyes and imagined how beautiful Washington DC
would be when it was filled with Japan's cherry blossom
trees, she never wanted to give up. She said, if you are
going to plant trees, you should plant the most beautiful
trees in the world, and those are Japan's cherry blossoms.

Twenty-four long years passed. But still, she never gave up.
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It was 1909. Mr. William Howard Taft became the 27th
President of the United States of America. His wife,
Helen Taft, decided she wanted to make Washington
DC a beautiful city.

When Miss Scidmore heard about this, she had an idea.
She decided to write a letter to First Lady Mrs. Taft. She
asked Mrs. Taft what she thought about planting Japan's
lovely cherry blossom trees in Washington DC to make
the city beautiful.

Only two days after Miss Scidmore sent her letter, she
got a reply from Mrs. Taft.

The White House, Washington
April 7, 1909

Thank you very much for your suggestion about

the cherry trees. | have taken the matter up and am
promised the trees, but | thought perhaps it would be
best to make an avenue of them, extending down to the
turn in the road, as the other part is still too rough to do
any planting. Of course, they could not reflect in the
water, but the effect would be very lovely of the long
avenue. Let me know what you think about this.

Sincerely yours,
Helen H. Taft
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Miss Scidmore's dream also reached the ears of Dr.
Jokichi Takamine, who just happened to be visiting
Washington DC. Dr. Takamine was a medical scientist
who had come from Japan to America. During his
career he isolated the enzyme Takadiastase and the
hormone adrenaline. He agreed to help bring cherry
blossom trees to America.

And then one more person joined to help bring the
cherry blossom trees to Washington DC.

That person was Dr. David Fairchild, who worked

in the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Dr. Fairchild
had traveled all around the world and brought rare
plants back to America. He loved the cherry blossom
trees, and was studying how to raise them by growing
some in his home garden. The soil and weather in
America are different from Japan, and so Dr. Fairchild
failed many times. But after many tests, he finally
succeeded in growing beautiful cherry blossom trees
in America.

Dr. Fairchild had 300 cherry blossom trees planted in
his hometown in Maryland, just outside Washington
DC. He also gave cherry blossom trees to schools

in Washington DC as a present. One year Miss
Scidmore participated in the tree planting ceremony
for a school, and that is how they met. This is why Dr.
Fairchild also agreed to help bring cherry blossoms to
Washington DC from Japan.

Miss Scidmore's dream was finally becoming a
reality.
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One day, a formal letter from Mr. Yukio Ozaki, the mayor
of Tokyo, arrived in America.

"We will send 2,000 cherry blossom trees to Washington
DC, to celebrate the friendship between Tokyo and
Washington DC," he said.

On January 6, 1910, two thousand cherry blossom trees
arrived by a ship called the Kagamaru to Washington DC
from Yokohama Bay in Japan.

But there was one big problem.

The cherry blossom trees were infested with bugs. After an
expert from the U.S. Department of Agriculture examined
the trees, they had to burn all of them, so the bugs would
not spread to trees and plants in America.

Japan had sent full grown trees, instead of saplings,
hoping the cherry blossoms would bloom right away. But
that was the problem. After burning the trees, America
sent an apology letter to Mr. Ozaki, the mayor of Tokyo.

But Miss Scidmore still didn't give up on her dream. That
dream had reached the hearts of many people in both
Japan and America, and was now shared by everyone.
Even though they failed once, the dream had grown too
big to give up.
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Everyone worked together to send trees
from Japan one more time. This time

they sent more than the first time, 6,040
cherry blossom trees to Washington DC
and New York.

Mayor Ozaki got his friend Mr.
Harutaro Kawase to pick out the sapling
trees to send to America. He wanted

to be sure there would be no problems
this time. Mr. Kawase was a plant
specialist who studied landscaping in
America. The Japanese team combined
trees from near Tokyo's Arakawa River
and Itami City in Hyogo Prefecture to
make strong trees at the horticulture
laboratory in Shizuoka. Everyone
worked together to get the trees ready.

The second batch of trees left Yokohama
Bay on a ship called the Awamaru and
headed off to America. A total of 6,040
wonderful and healthy trees arrived
safely in Seattle and began the long
journey across America.
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March 27, 1912.

First Lady Helen Taft and the Japanese Ambassador's
wife Viscountess Chinda planted the first cherry blossom
trees near the Tidal Basin in Washington DC.

Then, Miss Scidmore also planted a cherry blossom tree.

The cherry blossom trees from Japan became a symbol
of the friendship between Japan and America.

[t made Miss Scidmore smile to see Americans enjoying
the beautiful cherry blossoms. She remembered how
much the Japanese had loved the cherry blossoms, too.
[t was thanks to Miss Scidmore's determination and hard
work for almost 25 years that Japan's cherry blossom
trees were able to come and bloom in America. Now
every spring people from around the world come to
Washington DC to see the cherry blossoms and to
celebrate the friendship between Japan and the United
States during the National Cherry Blossom Festival.

In 1915, to say thank you, America sent 40 dogwood
trees to Japan. They were planted in Hibiya Park, Tokyo
Metropolitan Engei High School, and other places.
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It has been over 100 years since the cherry blossom
trees first came to America.

The cherry blossom trees from Japan have become an
irreplaceable sign of spring in Washington DC. They
also are now a famous symbol of Washington DC,

just as famous as the White House and the statue of
Abraham Lincoln. When Washington DC's cherry
blossoms bloom every spring, the Japanese people feel
proud, and appreciate how the American people have
cared for the trees for over one century.

March 27, 2012.

One hundred years later, First Lady Michelle Obama
and the Japanese Ambassador's wife Mrs. Fujisaki,
along with local children, planted a new cherry blossom
tree near the Potomac River. They hoped that the
friendship between Japan and America would continue
for another 100 years.
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Although more than 100 years have passed, Miss Scidmore's dream still lives on today.
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Eliza Scidmore and the 100-Year Dream
Written by Risa Kamio

Translated by Laura Symborski
Illustrated by Yumiko Nishi
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